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ABSTRACT

This study aims to explain supplementary governance in Ashura rituals and analyze its
role in reproducing Islamic-Iranian identity and engineering social cohesion. Data were
collected from three sources: interviews with 30 managers of Muharram Committees
and religious councils, observations in 15 rituals including Arbaeen processions and
mourning groups in Tehran and Mashhad, and analysis of high-level documents like cul-
tural policies of the Muharram Committee. Findings revealed a three-layer "Integrated
Ritual Governance" model. In the infrastructural layer, formal institutions and informal
entities employ discursive regulation and symbolic investment to frame the rituals. In the
process layer, identity reproduction is realized through three mechanisms: ritual embod-
iment (collective physical experiences like chain-striking), integrated narratives (blending
Ashura and Sacred Defense), and identity boundary-making (contrasting "Hossein versus
Yazid"). In the outcome layer, cohesion engineering manifests through trust networks
among councils, reconciliation in multicultural regions (e.g., joint Shia-Sunni ceremonies),
and crisis resilience by transforming councils into relief structures. The main challenge
is the temporal rupture of ritual effects beyond Muharram, which institutionalizing in-
ter-ritual programs like council camps can address. By presenting an indigenous model,
this study takes an effective step toward producing beneficial knowledge for religious
governance in the Second Step of the Islamic Revolution.
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