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ABSTRACT

China is considered one of the most successful countries in technological catch-up within
East Asia and all around the World. This paper compares the technological catch-up policies
of Iran and China, analyzing China’s experience in reducing its technological gap with ad-
vanced countries to identify weaknesses and improvement opportunities in Iran's technolo-
gy development policies. The research method involves a meta-synthesis of existing studies
in this field, and the results highlight the key policies and concepts emphasized in both coun-
tries. Findings indicate that Iran primarily focuses on the role of government in technology
transfer and the development of higher education. In contrast, China has focused its efforts
on developing the technological capabilities of domestic firms, encouraging learning through
cooperation with international partners, and strategically leveraging domestic markets for
technology transfer and local firm learning. Additionally, governments aiming to succeed in
technological catch-up should consider factors such as seizing the windows of opportunity,
considering the industry-technology characteristics in policymaking, the institutional enti-
ties around the industry-technology, and recognizing the gradual, competitive, and strategic
nature of the catch-up process. This research can be useful for scholars interested in knowl-
edge-based development, technology policymakers, and senior managers in industries and
technology sectors.
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